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indistinguishable trails long ago abandoned by
prospecting miners. These aren’t legitimate
roads.

Back in May, along with Representative
UDALL, | sent a letter to Secretary Norton—
signed by 100 members of the House, includ-
ing the ranking member of this subcommittee,
Mr. Dicks and the ranking member of the Re-
sources committee, Mr. RAHALL—urging the
Administration to reconsider this rule. It has
been nearly 2 months since we sent this letter
and there has been no response.

It's time for Congress to send Secretary
Norton and the White House a clear message
that they can't ignore—the assaults on our
public lands and wilderness must stop. Let's
ensure that our publicly owned lands through-
out the West—including Utah’s unique public
lands—are protected for future generations of
Americans. Support the Udall amendment and
oppose the Taylor substitute.

———

BLOOMSBURG UNIVERSITY UP-
WARD BOUND PROGRAM CELE-
BRATES 25TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. PAUL E. KANJORSKI

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 21, 2003

Mr. KANJORSKI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to call the attention of the House of Rep-
resentatives to the success of the Bloomsburg
University Upward Bound Program, which will
celebrate its 25th anniversary on Saturday,
July 26th.

To celebrate this important milestone, the
Bloomsburg University Upward Bound Pro-
gram will hold a reunion with many of its grad-
uates this Saturday, July 26th. Five years ago
| spoke to this group on its twentieth anniver-
sary, and | wish all of my colleagues could
have witnessed the stories from graduates
who told what the program meant to them and
how it changed their lives. Most of all, | was
impressed with the human connections that
promising but struggling high school students
found in the leaders of the Upward Bound
Program. They found mentors who could start
them on the path to success for life, and this
is a wonderful and remarkable achievement.

Led by two outstanding women, Ruth Anne
Bond and Maureen Mulligan, the Bloomsburg
University Upward Bound Program has, over
the last 25 years, fulfilled a vital role in the
Bloomsburg community. The program gives
young people opportunities and assistance in
exploring their potential for academic, social
and personal growth. Its purpose is to provide
equal access to-post-secondary education for
high school students by giving them adequate
preparation to compete at the college level
and beyond.

Students are provided with developmental
work in areas where they need help, enrich-
ment where they are strong, and exposure to
new areas where they have yet to be chal-
lenged. Through tutoring for academic im-
provement, counseling to address career and
personal matters, guidance on the college ad-
missions and financial aid processes and
training in test-taking skills, students gain the
confidence and skills needed to succeed.

The program consists of three parts, the
Academic Year Program, the Summer Pro-
gram and the Bridge Program. During the
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school year, the program operates ten service
centers, with an emphasis on tutoring, assist-
ance with college and financial aid planning,
local and national test preparation, cultural ac-
tivities, and personal and academic coun-
seling. The six-week summer residential pro-
gram at Bloomsburg University provides inten-
sive academic preparation, enrichment, career
and college counseling, cultural experiences
and personal and social growth opportunities.
The Bridge program is another summer resi-
dential program for students between high-
school graduation and the first year at college.
The program allows them to obtain up to six
college credits from Bloomsburg University
and also offers participants advice and prepa-
ration for excelling in their upcoming freshmen
year.

The Bloomsburg University Upward Bound
program has an indisputable record of suc-
cess, with 88% of its high school graduates
going on to post-secondary educational institu-
tions and a 72% retention rate at those institu-
tions.

Mr. Speaker, just a small federal investment
has allowed Upward Bound to change the
lives of countless young people. | am espe-
cially proud of the success of the Bloomsburg
University program, and | wish everyone asso-
ciated with it all the best.

——

IN HONOR OF THE MEMORY OF
THE HONORABLE WILKIE D. FER-
GUSON JR.

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 21, 2003

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to honor the memory of a dear
friend, the late Honorable Wilkie D. Ferguson
Jr., who passed away on Monday, June 9,
2003. The passing of Wilkie Ferguson is a
great loss to our country’s pursuit of justice
and the rights of the oppressed. As a state
and then federal judge, he applied the law
justly and ensured that the less powerful
members of society received fair treatment
under the law.

Wilkie Ferguson pursued social justice in
the U.S. legal system from the outset of his
legal career, back in 1968. He was appointed
to his first judgeship, on the Florida Court of
Industrial Claims, in 1973. Four years later he
was named to the circuit bench. One of his
most important rulings came in the 1980 Cir-
cuit Court decision in which he threw out a
verdict because African Americans were ex-
cluded from the jury. He was the first judge to
find such systematic exclusion unacceptable
and the Florida Supreme Court later supported
his decision. It is appalling that such racial in-
equity exists in our judicial system and in our
country, and Wilkie Ferguson was the first
judge to recognize and correct this particular
injustice in our legal system.

In 1980, Wilkie was appointed by then Gov-
ernor BoB GRAHAM to Florida’s Third District
Court of Appeal, where he served until 1993.
He was the first African American appointed to
the Miami-Dade Circuit Court and to the Third
District Court of Appeal. This enormous
achievement shows how, in addition to paving
the way for others through his work from the
bench, he was also a living example of the
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pioneering path of equality and progress that
he laid for all Americans.

In 1993, Wilkie Ferguson was nominated by
President Clinton to be a U.S. District Judge,
becoming the third African American ap-
pointed to the federal bench in Southern Flor-
ida. He is credited with helping thousands of
disabled Floridians; in 1996 he prevented the
state from cutting funding for the disabled, and
in another 1996 ruling he influenced the state
to eventually increase funding for the disabled
by nearly $300 million.

Judge Ferguson was also active in commu-
nity service. In addition to chairing the board
of trustees of Florida Memorial College, he
participated in the Judicial Council of the Na-
tional Bar and the “Just The Beginning Foun-
dation”. He and his wife, County Commis-
sioner Betty Tucker Ferguson, were also lead-
ers in their local community.

Wilkie Ferguson’s successes are numerous
and vital, but he will be remembered for how
he reached these goals as much as for the
accomplishments themselves. The values of
the supreme dignity and worth of every human
being were not just abstract ends that he pur-
sued through judicial decisions; they were also
manifest in the respect and sensitivity with
which he treated others. When a plaintiff
needed to care for his disabled son, Judge
Ferguson offered the use of his judicial cham-
bers. In an article last week in the South Flor-
ida Sun Sentinel, attorney Joel Hirschhorn
noted, “Even in the worst criminal defendant,
| think he saw the human side.”

Daniel Pearson, a former appeals judge, ex-
pressed that Ferguson “added a dimension of
fairness and humanity to the court.” Judge
Ferguson, who is survived by his wife, two
children and three siblings, was also an ex-
tremely hard and dedicated worker, an ex-
ceedingly modest man and a good friend. His
compassion and great judicial accomplish-
ments will be missed by all.

————

TRIBUTE TO  WELLINGTON E.
WEBB, MAYOR OF THE CITY AND
COUNTY OF DENVER

HON. DIANA DeGETTE

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 21, 2003

Ms. DEGETTE. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
recognize the exceptional accomplishments of
a prominent citizen in the 1st Congressional
District of Colorado. It is both fitting and prop-
er that we recognize this distinguished public
servant for his impressive record of civic lead-
ership and invaluable service. It is to com-
mend this eminent citizen that | rise to honor
Wellington E. Webb, Mayor of the City &
County of Denver.

Mayor Webb has been on the front lines of
progress for decades and has proven to be a
powerful force in transforming the landscape
of our city. His career in public service began
in 1972 when he was elected to the Colorado
House of Representatives representing north-
east Denver. In 1977, he was selected by then
President Jimmy Carter to serve as Regional
Director of the U.S. Department of Health,
Education and Welfare. In 1981, then Colo-
rado Governor Richard D. Lamm appointed
him to his cabinet as Executive Director of the
Colorado Department of Regulatory Agencies
and in 1987, he was elected Denver City Audi-
tor.
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